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Five kinds of images are prescribed for
temple worship of which dhruva^ the static aspect,
and utsava., the dynamic aspect, are the most
important. The images are of three types, mz.y
the sfhanaka or the standing posture, the asana
or the sitting posture and the say ana. or the lying
down posture. Each of these kinds may be of
the yoga or the serene type, the bhoga or the
blissful and the mra or the heroic.

The Agamas furnish detailed "instr actions
regarding the planning and construction of
temples as regards position, size and the measure-
ments of the mmdna and other parts of the"
temple. Just as the body is a living temple of
God and the heart is His shrine, so the town is
modelled on a spiritual plan with the temple at
the centre. In addition to the temple to the
adimurti or the chief God there may be temples
for the other incarnations of God, the Alvars,
NayanmSrs and the Acaryas. The whole temple
is pervaded by a religious atmosphere in which
work is elevated into worship and worship is
raised to the philosophical and spiritual level.

The festivals conducted in a temple are for
the benefit of the community as a whole and they
are of two kinds, the periodic and the occasional.
While the devotee seeks the mulavar or the God
within, the utsavar, as the giver of grace, seeks

